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 Key Months for Crop Development and Thresholds 
DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV 

Stage of growth 
(under current 
conditions) 

  
Dormant 

  
Dormant 

  
Dormant 

  
Dormant 

  
Budbreak, 
Flowering 

c, d, e 

  
Flowering c, 

d, e 

 
Fruit 
Development c, 

d, e 

  
 Fruit 
Development c, 

d, e 

  
Fruit 
Ripening, 
Harvest c, d, e 

  
Fruit 
Ripening, 
Harvest c, d, e 

  
Leaf Drop c, d, 

e 

 
Dormant 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



References 

a Atucha, A., Smith, B. R., & Zoeren, J. V. (2017). Home Fruit Cultivars for Southern Wisconsin. University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension. 
https://hort.extension.wisc.edu/files/2023/12/A2582.pdf 

b  California Rare Fruit Growers (n.d.). Fruit cultural data. https://crfg.org/home/library/crfg-fruit-list/fruit-cultural-data-2/ 

c DeLain, B. (2025, March 26). Bartlett pear. Johnson’s Nursery. https://kb.jniplants.com/bartlett-pear-pyrus-communis 

d  DeLain, B. (2025, March 26). Parker pear. Johnson’s Nursery. https://kb.jniplants.com/parker-pear-pyrus-communis 

e DeLain, B. (2025, April 2). Patten pear. Johnson’s Nursery. https://kb.jniplants.com/patten-pear-pyrus-communis 

f Illinois State Water Survey (2021, March 15). Pyrus communis. Alternative Crops Suitability Maps. 
https://www.isws.illinois.edu/data/altcrops/cropreq.asp?crop=706&fp=croplist&letter=P&nmeType=cmn  

g Kaiser, C., & Ernst, M. (2018). Asian and European pears. University of Kentucky College of Agriculture, Food and Environment Cooperative Extension Service. 
https://ccd.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2024-12/ccd-cp-003_pears.pdf  

h  Leonard, P. (2011). Cold climate fruit trees. University of Vermont Extension. https://pss.uvm.edu/ppp/articles/coldfruit.html 

i Plants For A Future. (n.d.). Pyrus communis - L. https://pfaf.org/user/Plant.aspx?LatinName=Pyrus+communis 

j Roper, T. R., Mahr, D. L., & McManus, P. S. (2010, July 5). Growing pears in Wisconsin. University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension. 
https://fruit.webhosting.cals.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/36/2011/06/Growing-Pears-in-Wisconsin-1.pdf 

k Roper, T. R. (n.d.). Rootstocks for fruit trees in Wisconsin. University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension.  
https://barron.extension.wisc.edu/files/2023/02/Rootstocks-fro-Fruit-Trees-in-Wisconsin.pdf 

l Schwabe, P. (2025, March 26). Summercrisp pear. Johnson’s Nursery. https://kb.jniplants.com/summercrisp-pear-pyrus 

m Smith, B. R., & Roper, T. R. (2005). Home fruit cultivars for northern Wisconsin. University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension. 
https://barron.extension.wisc.edu/files/2023/02/Home-Fruit-Cultivars-for-Northern-Wisconsin.pdf  

n Tree Health Management. (2023, October 31). Fruit trees for southern Wisconsin. 
https://treehealthmgmt.com/fruit-trees-for-southern-wisconsin/#:~:text=If%20you%20plan%20to%20grow,area%20nurseries%20is%20very%20rare. 

o U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural Resource Conservation Service. (2021). Pyrus communis L. PLANTS Database. https://plants.sc.egov.usda.gov/plant-profile/PYCO  

 

https://hort.extension.wisc.edu/files/2023/12/A2582.pdf
https://crfg.org/home/library/crfg-fruit-list/fruit-cultural-data-2/
https://kb.jniplants.com/bartlett-pear-pyrus-communis
https://kb.jniplants.com/parker-pear-pyrus-communis
https://kb.jniplants.com/patten-pear-pyrus-communis
https://www.isws.illinois.edu/data/altcrops/cropreq.asp?crop=706&fp=croplist&letter=P&nmeType=cmn
https://ccd.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2024-12/ccd-cp-003_pears.pdf
https://pss.uvm.edu/ppp/articles/coldfruit.html
https://pfaf.org/user/Plant.aspx?LatinName=Pyrus+communis
https://fruit.webhosting.cals.wisc.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/36/2011/06/Growing-Pears-in-Wisconsin-1.pdf
https://barron.extension.wisc.edu/files/2023/02/Rootstocks-fro-Fruit-Trees-in-Wisconsin.pdf
https://kb.jniplants.com/summercrisp-pear-pyrus
https://barron.extension.wisc.edu/files/2023/02/Home-Fruit-Cultivars-for-Northern-Wisconsin.pdf
https://treehealthmgmt.com/fruit-trees-for-southern-wisconsin/#:~:text=If%20you%20plan%20to%20grow,area%20nurseries%20is%20very%20rare
https://plants.sc.egov.usda.gov/plant-profile/PYCO

