Elderberry - Sambucus canadensis
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Key Cultivars: & ™!

While there are several European elderberry varieties available in the 1.5, the plants typically do not do
as well in the Midwest and the berry quality is not as good as American varieties. The following are

promising American varieties that have been trialed across the Midwest.

‘Ranch’ [earliest ripening, high flower production, drought tolerant, stocky plant)
‘Cherokee’ [high yielding)
‘Coop’ (high vielding)

‘Barber” (high yielding)
‘Dandy’ (high vielding)
‘Wyldewood' (late ripening, high vielding)

‘Bob Gordon' (late ripening, high vielding, umbels droop which protects berries from birds,

drought tolerant)
'Pocahontas’ (late ripening - ripens 10 days after Bob Gordon, high vielding)

Climate Risk Notes: "

Elderberry is not drought tolerant and needs consistent
precipitation or irrigation (i.e., 1 inch per week)
throughout the growing season to produce high vields.

Elderberry has a shallow root system, and young plants do
not compete well with weeds. Proper weed control is vital

to successfully establish a planting.

Elderberry can tolerate some shade, but it will not
produce well. Elderberry should be cultivated in open

areas for the best yields.

Elderberry can withstand occasional flooding, but it will
not survive standing water for more than a day or two,
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