Black Currant - Ribes nigrum
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Key Cultivars: ¢

Pure black currant (Ribes nigrum) is susceptible to white pine blister rust [WPBR], a devastating fungal disease for
our native white pines. Efforts were made to develop WPBR resistant varieties, but early attempts produced
resistant varieties with poor fruit guality, The latest varieties below are WPBR resistant, high vielding, and retain
good fruit guality.

Early season [early July]

‘Nicola’ [earliest bearing, high yielding)
‘Stikine’

dosensa i
‘Cheakamus’ (high vielding, high quality juice]

. “Whistler’ (high vielding)
‘Blackcomb’ (high yielding, high guality juice)

Late season [late July]

"Tafing'

Climate Risk Notes; &1

Black currants need consistent precipitation or irrigation (i.e, 1 inch
perweek)] trom Howering until harvest, Inadequate soil moisture
can lead to significant drops in vield.

Black currants have a shallow root system compared to other woody
perennials, A weed-free zone should be malntained around the
plants from bud break to late July when the shoots stop growing.

Black currants are shade tolerant to a point, and some shade may
reduce sun scald in regions exposed to intense sunlight during the
summer, However, planting black currants In an understory can
malke it more difficult or impossible to machine harvest. [n addition,
understory plantings typically have suffer from higher humidity
which can increase the risk of fungal dizeases and herbivory.
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