Annual Flax - Linum usitatissimum

Key Cultivars:
Fiber
- Avian
- Nathalie
- Lissette
Seed
- Omega (golden)

Linton (brown)
Rahab (brown)

Climate Risk Notes:

Retting is required after harvesting flax for fiber to separate the individual fibers. Dewy mornings, characteristic of Wisconsin, are helpful for this
retting process. However, without these dewy mornings, water retting is required which is very labor and water intensive.

Excessive water is a larger concern for flax than drought. Therefore, increases in the number and intensity of storms, characteristic of our changing
climate, may make it difficult to grow flax in some areas.

Fall planting is not currently possible in Wisconsin due to the cold winters, but it does occur on the West Coast in places like Willamette Valley,
Oregon. As temperatures in Wisconsin continue to increase and winters get milder, fall planting of flax may become viable.
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