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Clean Wisconsin’s Water & Agriculture Goals

Ensure every 
Wisconsinite has access 
to clean, safe drinking 
water 

Protect Wisconsin’s 
surface water and 
groundwater from 
contamination

Reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions from 
agriculture

Build the movement for 
community-led climate 
adaptation and water 
quality remediation



State Agency Roles in Pesticide Oversight



State Agency Roles in 
Pesticide Oversight

WI Department of Agriculture, Trade 
and Consumer Protection (DATCP)

• Pesticide Applicator Training and 
Certification 

• Product Registration and Business 
Licensing

• Agri-Chemical Storage and Spills 
Oversight, Inspections and Enforcement

• Clean Sweep Collection Program
• Groundwater Protection



DATCP’s Groundwater 
Protection Role

• 1984 Groundwater Law   
(ch.160 Wis. Statutes)

• Pesticide Bulk Storage 

• Pesticide Use and 
Applications

• Groundwater and surface 
water monitoring activities

• Statewide Groundwater Survey
• Exceedance Sampling Program
• Targeted Sampling Program
• Emerging Issues Program
• Field-Edge Monitoring Program
• Surface Water Sampling 

Program 
• Interagency Coordination



State Agency 
Roles in Pesticide 
Oversight

WI Department of Natural  
Resources

• Clean Water Act
• Water Quality Monitoring 
• Standards for:

• Drinking Water, Surface Water and 
Groundwater Quality



State Agency 
Roles in 
Pesticide 
Oversight – 
Groundwater 

WI Department of Health Services
• Reviews available scientific information

• Federal numbers, state drinking water standards, 
acceptable intake levels form the EPA or other peer 
reviewed research studies



State Agency 
Roles in 
Pesticide 
Oversight – 
Groundwater 



Groundwater Standards – 
Cycle 10 

DHS Pub. 02434v-2 (05/2024)



WI’s Rulemaking Process



WI Rulemaking Timelines

2024 20272025 2026

30 months 



• Agencies will:
• Review existing rules regulating facilities, activities, and practices that may be 

sources of contamination (Wis. Stats. 160.19)
• Revise existing rules to require site-specific actions and meet groundwater 

standard (Wis. Stats. 160.21-26)
• DNR will use them to: 

• Set design standards for facilities, practices and activities regulated by the 
state

• Take a response action to remediate contamination (ex. Require site cleanup, 
apply restrictions to authorized discharges of treated liquid and solid waste, increase regulation 
of solid waste landfills, etc.)

• DATCP can… 
• Take measures to protect groundwater by restricting or prohibiting chemical 

use via an administrative rule change to Wis. Admin. Code § ATCP 30 and 
ATCP 31

Once Groundwater Rules are Established 
…



Atrazine Prohibition Areas 
– A Real-Life Example

• Wis. Stats. 94.67-97.71 gives 
DATCP authority to restrict or 
prohibit pesticide use

• 1991 – Established Atrazine 
mgmt. area and six (6) atrazine 
prohibition areas 

• Grew to all prohibition areas 
representing 1.2 million acres 
across 35 counties

• Hasn’t changed since 2010 



What else? 
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