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isconsins economy, natural heritage,

and the health of its people depend

on clean water and fresh air. Despite
that, many powerful special interests look for op-
portunities to erode environmental protections
for the financial benefit from highly unsustain-
able practices. They may
not care about Wiscon-
sin’s environment, but we
do! And so do you and
the many foundations,
businesses, and individu-
als who supported Clean
Wisconsin in 2016.

Clean Wisconsin had a
successful year financially
and programmatically.

In 2016, we doubled
down on our legal work to
protect our groundwater and halt efforts to erode
environmental laws. Our science team showed
the negative health and environmental impacts of
harmful PAH’s, and we pushed for local bans of
that cancer-causing chemical. We helped advance
important utility-scale pilot projects and energy
policies in collaboration with individual utilities
to protect our air and reduce Wisconsin’s contri-
bution to climate change. And we worked closely
with Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District,
neighbors, and local organizations throughout
Southeast Wisconsin to install more green in-
frastructure projects to collect rain where it falls,
preventing run-off and pollution from getting to
inland waterways and Lake Michigan, or from
flooding basements and city streets.

'These are just a few things we did in 2016, in ad-
dition to being your voice for strong environmen-
tal protections in the state capitol and agencies.

We have ambitious plans for the future; those
plans are possible through your support. And
now more than ever before, we need your help!
In short, thank you for all you've done for Clean
Wisconsin.
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Mark Redsten
Executive Director

Looking Forward to 2017

Clean Wisconsins work to protect our water, air, and
natural resources has never been more vital. With our lo-
cal and statewide allies, we’ll work harder than ever to find
meaningful and lasting solutions to the biggest challenges
facing our fragile, but resilient environment. Our priori-

ties for 2017 include:

Ending the Use of Tar-based Sealants

Tar-based pavement sealants are the primary source of
toxic PAH pollution in urban landscapes. Those PAHs are
harmful to human health, and hurt fish and other aquatic
life in our lakes and rivers. Clean Wisconsin is a leading
voice on this issue, and will continue to encourage mu-
nicipalities and the state to find solutions to this chal-
lenge.

Standing for strong groundwater protections

Our groundwater continues to face multiple threats,
both in terms of quality and quantity. In too many plac-
es across Wisconsin, the groundwater either isn’t safe to
drink, or there isn't enough to go around (or, sadly, both).
As areas like Kewaunee County and the Central Sands
face fundamental challenges to their groundwater, we’re
committed to being a leader in finding lasting solutions
to safe and plentiful drinking water for all Wisconsin cit-
izens.

Monitoring Waukesha's diversion plan

Over the summer, the Great Lakes Compact Council
approved Waukesha’s request to divert waters from Lake
Michigan to meet its demand for water, despite signif-
icant issues with their request. As Waukesha and other
stakeholders move ahead with the diversion process, we're
keeping an eye on developments to ensure that Waukesha
sticks to the provisions of approval to ensure that the in-
tegrity of the Great Lakes Compact remains strong.




2016 Success Stories

Since 1970, Clean Wisconsin has worked hard to
defend our clean air, clean water and special places.
Through the years, we've effectively done this by enact-
ing or strengthening environmental policies; defending
those policies when they are threatened; holding pol-
luters and elected leaders accountable; and educating
members, decision-makers and the public on the im-
portance of protecting our natural resources. In 2016
we:

Fought to protect groundwater

In October, we filed nine lawsuits against the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources after
the agency approved permits for high-capacity wells,
despite agency findings that indicate these wells would
harm to nearby waters. By granting these permits, the
DNR abdicated its duty to the people of Wiscon-
sin to protect the state’s waters by not accounting for
cumulative impacts to nearby lakes, rivers, and streams
when issuing these permits. By filing these lawsuits,
we’re holding the DNR accountable to its constitutional
responsibility to protect our water resources for
everyone to use and enjoy.

Made progress on cleaning up groundwater

In July, a Dane County Circuit Court judge ruled
that a confined animal feeding operation (CAFO)
located in Kewaunee County is required to do
regular groundwater monitoring for fecal contamination.
Kewaunee County has long been plagued with water
quality challenges, and we've advocated for DNR and the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to address
these challenges. This ruling is incremental progress
towards finding real, lasting solutions for Kewaunee
County residents who are constantly affected by
contaminated drinking water.

Launched Take Back Your Meds Milwaukee
Clean Wisconsin teamed up with Milwaukee-area
pharmacies, law enforcement, and public health organi-
zations to form the Take Back Your Meds Milwaukee
Coalition. This group is tasked with creating a net-
work of prescription drop-oft locations across the city.
Encouraging responsible disposal of prescription drugs
protects our kids by ensuring these drugs don’t end up in
the wrong hands and safeguards our waters—especially
Lake Michigan—by keeping pharmaceuticals from being

flushed down the toilet and into our waterways.

Fueled by your generosity

2016 Support & Revenue: $2,761,013

Investment
Income 1.3%

Grants 76.8%

Other 7.1%

Members & Legacy
Fund 10.7%

Events 4.0%

2016 Total Expenses: $1,836,287

Program Work
77.1%

Development
12%

Our Foundation Supporters

Alliance for the Great Lakes
Brico Fund
Brookby Foundation
Carolyn Foundation
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
CLIF Bar Family Foundation
Community Shares of Wisconsin
Energy Foundation
Great Plains Institute
Joyce Foundation
McKnight Foundation
New Belgium Brewing Company
RE-AMP Network
Sweet Water
Wisconsin Coastal Management Program
Wisconsin Voices
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Clean Wisconsin Staff

President & CEO
Mark Redsten
Director of Communications
John Adams
Development Associate
Sarah Bewitz
Development Director
Angela Cao
Director of Science & Research
Tyson Cook
Chief Financial Officer
Nick Curran, CPA
Communications Associate
Jonathan Drewsen

Organizing Hub Co-Director
Melissa Gavin

Water Quality Specialist
Scott Laeser

Staff Scientist
Paul Mathewson

Director of Programs &
Government Relations

Amber Meyer Smith
Water Resources Specialist
Ezra Meyer
General Counsel
Katie Nekola

Staff Attorney & Climate Resilience
Project Manager

Pam Ritger
Senior Policy Director
Keith Reopelle
Grant & Foundations Manager
Ella Schwierske
Midwest Clean Energy Coordinator
Sarah Shanahan

Clean Wisconsin Board

Chair Liz Feder, Madison

Vice Chair Karen Knetter, Madison
Secretary Glen Reinl, Madison
Treasurer Gof Thomson, New Glarus
Belle Bergner, Milwaukee

Gary Goyke, Madison

Shari Eggleson, Washburn

Elizabeth Feder, Madison

Gary Goyke, Madison

Andrew Hoyos, Edgerton

Mark McGuire, Madison

Arun Soni, Madison

Board Emeritus Kate Gordon, San Frandisco
Board Emeritus Chuck McGinnis, Middleton

Thanks to our Supporters!

Corporate Donors

Bailey's Greenhouse
Breakthru Beverage
Crossroads Community Farm
Delta Properties
Godfrey & Kahn
Great Dane
Holiday Vacations
Hoyos Consulting
Johnson Controls
Lexus of Madison
Madison Magazine
Majestic Madison
MGE Foundation
Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewage District
Miner, Barnhill & Galland
National Guardian Life Insurance Company
OnMilwaukee
Rishi Tea
Schonheit Gardens
Sustainable Engineering Group, LLC
Think Ink & Design
Thompson Investment Management
Veridian Homes
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